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TO  THE 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  WINCANTON. 


Gentlemen, 

1  beg  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1925.  According  to 
instructions  from  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  Annual  Report  for  1925  should  be  a 
Survey  Report.  The  details  given  below  are,  therefore,  in  accordance  with  suggestions 
made  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  in  the  Appendix  to  their  circular  648  (England). 

A — Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

(1)  Area  (in  acres)  ...  ..  ...  64,510 

(2)  Population  census  1921,  15,528,  and  estimated  1925  ...  16,150 

(3)  Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the  Area. — It  is  generally  hilly, 
some  of  the  hills  attaining  a  height  of  600  feet  above  sea  level.  The  northern  part 
is  drained  by  the  River  Brue,  as  it  flows  in  a  westerly  direction  towards  the 
Bristol  Channel.  The  western  part  is  drained  by  the  Cary  and  some  tributaries  of 
the  Yeo,  these  join  the  Parrett,  which  latter  flows  into  the  Bristol  Channel.  The 
eastern  part  is  drained  by  the  Cale,  which  joins  the  Stour  on  its  way  to  the  English 
Channel. 

The  geological  formation  is  varied,  comprising  towards  the  east  Upper  Greensand 
and  Oxford  Clay  ;  towards  the  west  Lower  Lias  and  Midford  Sands;  towards  the  north 
Fuller’s  Earth  Rock  ;  and  towards  the  south  Inferior  Oolite  and  Cornbrash. 


(4)  Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  ...  3,917 

(5)  Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  ...  3,951 

(6)  Rateable  Value  ...  ...  <£152,329 

(7)  Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ..  £457 


(8)  Social  Conditions.  This  is  essentially  an  Agricultural  and  Residential 
Area.  All  departments  of  agriculture  are  represented,  but  the  district  is  especially 
concerned  in  cattle  and  sheep  grazing,  milk  selling,  butter,  cheese  and  cider  making. 
The  chief  occupations  in  the  towns  are  the  manufacture  of  dried  milk  powder  and 
glove  making.  There  is  no  particular  occupation  detrimental  to  the  public  health. 


(9)  Vital  Statistics. 

Ti-  .I  f  Legitimate 
\  Illegitimate 

Total 

261 

o 

O 

M. 

131 

2 

F'  ) 

1301 

i) 

Birth  Rate  (R.G.) 

18.3 

Deaths  from  all  causes 

207 

93 

114 

Death  Rate  (R.G.) 

12.2 

Number  of  Women  dying  in, 

or  in 

consequence 

of,  childbirth — 

(«)  from  sepsis  ...  ...  2 

( b )  from  other  causes  ..  ...  I 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  — 

Legitimate  12.  Illegitimate  0.  Total  12. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  week  ...  ..  ...  2 

,,  .,  from  one  to  four  weeks  (inclusive)  ...  ..  5 

,,  ,,  from  one  to  six  months  ...  ...  ...  4 

„  „  from  six  to  twelve  months  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  12 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ....  ...  ...  nil 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  2 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  ..  2 

There  has  not  been  any  excessive  mortality  during  the  year. 


A  comparison  of  the  Vital  Statistics  in  1920  and  1925  is  as  follows — 


1920. 

No.  of  Deaths 

1925. 

No.  of  Death 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

«  »  • 

27 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

20 

Cancer 

•  •  • 

25 

Cancer 

32 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

•  •  • 

11 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

5 

Diphtheria 

•  •  • 

O 

O 

Diphtheria 

0 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 

year 

20 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 

year  12 

B — General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 


1. — Hospitals  available  for  the  District. 

(1)  Tuberculosis. — One,  of  20  beds,  at  WIncanton,  and  one  for  children 
(non-pulmonary)  at  Templecombe,  containing  15  beds. 


(2)  Fever.— One  at  Wincanton,  to  which  the  following  cases  were  admitted 
during  the  year. 


Disease. 
Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
For  Observation 


Number  Admitted. 

10 

22 

9 

LJ 


Total  34 


Number  Died, 
nil. 
nil. 

1 

1 


(3)  Other. — There  is  one  Cottage  Hospital  at 
“  Wincanton  and  East  Somerset  Hospital.” 


Wincanton,  known  as  the 


'I’lie  following  number  of  cases  were  treated  in  1925 — 

Inpatients  •  ...  ....  94 

Outpatients  ...  ...  ....  174 

Major  operations  performed  ...  ...  41 

Minor  ,,  ,,  ...  ...  57 

Accidents  Admitted  ...  ...  24 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  3 


2.  — Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers,  Illegitimate  Infants  and  Homeless 

Children. 

The  only  institutions  fjr  any  of  the  above  are  the  Union  Infirmary  and  the 
Children’s  Homes,  both  at  Wincanton,  and  which  are  under  the  control  of 
the  Board  of  Guardians. 

3.  — Ambulance  Facilities. 

(1)  For  Infectious  Cases.' — A  motor  ambulance  is  kept  at  the  Isolation  Hospital 
at  Wincanton  for  the  collection  and  removal  of  infectious  cases. 

(2)  For  Non- Injections  and  Accident  Cases. — A  motor  ambulance  has  been 

provided  by  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  and  is  kept  at  Wincanton. 

4 — Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

At  Wincanton  there  is  one  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  and  one  centre  for  Venereal 
Diseases,  both  provided  and  staffed  by  the  County  Council. 

5.  — Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

There  is  one  Sanitary  Inspector  (a  whole  time  officer),  and  myself  (a  part 
time  officer). 

There  are  also  2  Health  Visitors  in  the  District. 

6.  — Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

a)  General . — There  are  nine  nurses  in  the  district  engaged  in  general  district 
work  who  are  affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  Association,  and  between 
them  they  cover  practically  the  whole  district.  Their  work  is  very 
satisfactory  and  of  great  benefit  to  all  concerned. 

(2)  For  Infectious  Diseases .  Some  of  the  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were 

removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  the  remainder  were  either  nursed  by 
their  relatives  or  by  nurses  obtained  from  Nursing  Homes  or  Hospitals 
outside  the  district. 

7.  — Midwives. 

There  are  nine  certified  midwives  practising  in  the  district. 

8. — Laboratory  Work. 

Examinations  of  bacteriological  and  pathological  specimens  are  carried  out  at  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Weston-Super-Mare,  and  considerable  use  of 
this  Laboratory  has  been  made  during  the  year. 

9.  — Legislation  in  Force. 

List  of  Adoptive  Acts,  Bye-laws  and  Local  Regulations  relating  to  the  public 
health  in  force  in  the  district,  with  date  of  adoption — 


As  to  the  Whole  District. 


22ni>  August,  1903. — Order  putting  in  force  provisions  of  sec  19  of  the  Public 
Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1S90  (power  to  determine  expenses  to  be  special 
expenses). 

25th  April,  1906.—  Kural  Council  adopted  Part  TIT.  of  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1890. 

16th  October,  1906. — By  an  Order  of  the  Somerset  County  Council  of  this  date 
the  Kural  District  of  Wiuoanton  was  constituted  a  Hospital  district  under  the  name  of 
“  The  Wincanton  Hospital  District.”  The  Hospital  Committee  consists  of  eight 
representatives  appointed  by  the  County  Council  and  four  representatives  appointed  by 
the  Rural  Council. 

14th  August,  1907  —Rural  Council  adopted  Regulations  under  Article  13  of 
the  Dairies,  Cow  Sheds  and  Milk  Shops  Order  of  1885. 

25th  February,  1909. — Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  putting  in  force 
such  of  the  provisions  of  section  160  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  as  incorporate  or 
relate  to  the  incorporation  of  the  provisions  of  the  Towns  Improvement  Clauses  Act 
1847,  with  respect  to  improving  the  line  of  the  Streets  and  removing  obstructions  and 
with  respect  to  ruinous  or  dangerous  buildings,  with  all  the  powers,  rights  duties 
capabilities,  liabilities  and  obligations  of  an  Urban  District  Council  under  those 
provisions. 

22nd  November,  1911. — Bye-laws  made  with  respect  to  new  Buildings  and 
certain  matters  in  connection  with  Buildings. 

27th  March,  1912. —  Resolved  that  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act 
1889,  shall  apply  to  the  following  Infectious  Diseases,  viz.  :  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 
Cerebro-Spinal  F ever. 

26tii  June,  1912. — Resolved  that  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889, 
shall  apply  to  the  following  Infectious  Disease,  viz: — Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  By 
Local  Government  Board  Order  of  5th  February,  1914,  this  latter  disease  now  made 
compulsory  notifiable  in  all  sanitary  districts. 

3 1  st  March,  1915. — Order  determining  the  collection  of  Water  Rents  at  Alford, 
Charlton  Musgrove,  Horsington,  Lovington,  Queen  Camel,  Shepton  Montague,  Sparkford 
and  Weston  Bampfylde  to  be  special  expenses. 

10th  December,  1913.  — Scheme  for  the  regulation  of  Leigh  Common,  Stoke 

Trister. 


27tii  May,  1914. — Bye-laws  with  respect  to  Leigh  Common,  Stoke  Trister. 

1/th  June,  1915. — Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  putting  in  force 
Sections  15,  16,  IS,  20,  22,  28,  25,  29  and  33  comprised  in  Part  II. ; 

Sections  34,  35,  36,  37,  38,  39,  40,  41,  42,  45  and  46  comprised  in  Part  III.;  and 
Sections  52,  54,  55,  56,  57,  59,  60,  62,  63,  64,  65  and  67  comprised  in  Part  IV.  of 
the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907. 
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Parish  or  Prtjton. 

5th  June,  1895. — Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  putting  in  force  such 
of  the  provisions  of  sec.  42  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  as  relate  to  the  proper 
watering  of  streets. 

7th  March,  1905. —  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  putting  in  force  such 
of  the  provisions  of  sec.  42  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  as  relate  to  the  proper 
cleansing  of  streets. 

21st  January,  1908. — Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  putting  in  force 
such  of  the  provisions  of  the  Towns  Improvement  Clauses  Act,  1847,  with  respect  to 
naming  the  streets  and  numbering  the  houses. 

15th  June,  1913. — Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  putting  in  force  such 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Towns  Improvement  Clauses  Act,  1847,  with  respect  to  removal 
of  house  refuse. 


Parish  of  Castle  Cary. 

11th  August,  1896. — Such  provisions  of  sec  42  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875, 
as  relate  to  the  proper  watering  of  streets. 

2nd  October,  1901. — Such  provisions  of  sec.  42  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875, 
as  relate  to  the  proper  cleansing  of  streets,  and  that  expenses  of  removal  of  house  refuse, 
cleansing  the  earth  closets,  privies,  ash  pits,  etc.,  shall  be  special  expenses. 

5ih  February,  1915. — Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  putting  in  force 
the  provisions  of  the  Towns  Improvement  Clauses  Act,  1847,  with  respect  to  naming  the 
streets  and  numbering  the  houses. 

Parishes  of  Henstridge  and  Templecombe. 

10th  July,  1925.  —  Order  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  putting  in  force  the 
provisions  of  sec.  45  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  power  to  provide  receptacles 
for  the  deposit  of  rubbish,  and  declaring  expenses  in  connection  with  the  collection 
of  house  refuse  to  be  special  expenses. 

Parish  of  Milborne  Port. 

11th  August,  1890. — Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  putting  in  force 
the  provisions  of  the  Towns  Improvement  Clauses  Act,  1 847,  as  relate  to  the  proper 
watering  of  streets 

15th  October,  1 897.— Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  putting  in  force 
the  provisions  of  the  Towns  Improvement  Clauses  Act,  1847,  as  relate  to  the  proper 
cleansing  of  streets  and  declaring  all  expenses  under  sec.  42  to  be  special  expenses. 

Parish  of  Wincanton. 

26th  January,  1894. — Such  provisions  of  sec.  42  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
187  5,  as  relate  to  the  proper  watering  of  streets. 

5th  February,  1916.— Such  provisions  of  sec.  42  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1875,  as  relate  to  the  proper  cleansing  of  streets,  and  declaring  expenses  in  connection 
with  the  collection  of  house  refuse  to  be  special  expenses. 


C — Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

i. — Water.  The  water  supply  to  the  towns  and  larger  villages  of  the  Area, 
such  as  Bruton,  Castle  Cary,  Milborne  Port  and  Wincanton,  is  eminently  satisfactory. 
The  supply  is  sufficient  and  the  quality  good. 

The  same  cannot,  unfortunately,  be  said  of  the  supply  to  some  of  the  smaller 
villages  and  hamlets.  A  great  majority  of  these  obtain  their  water  from  wells,  some  of 
them  from  shallow  wells,  liable  to  contamination,  the  unsatisfactory  situation  in  which 
some  of  these  villages  find  themselves  is  shewn  in  detail  below,  such  villages  as  North 
and  Smtli  Barrow,  Blackford,  North  ('heritor),  South  Cheriton,  Shepton  Montague, 
Stoke  Trister  and  Yarlington,  are  all  supplied  from  wells,  the  majority  of  which  are 
shewn  by  recent  analysis  of  the  water  to  be  more  or  less  contaminated.  In  the 
meantime,  however,  energetic  measures  are  being  taken  to  see  that  the  villages 
mentioned  are  suppled,  in  the  near  future,  with  a  pure  and  sufficient  supply  of  water. 
In  some  of  them,  such  as  Yarlington  and  Stoke  Trister  the  matter  will  be  comparatively 
easy;  in  others,  such  as  Blackford  and  Barrow,  the  prohibitive  cost  of  a  separate  water 
supplv  to  such  small  villages  renders  the  matter  one  of  extreme  difficulty.  On  the 
other  hand  it  is  of  great  importance  that  these  villages,  containing  as  they  do  farms 
supplying  milk  for  outside  distribution,  should  have  a  proper  and  pure  supply  of  water, 
not  only  for  home  consumption  but  also  for  the  various  uses  for  which  pure  water  is 
essential  in  a  dairy  farm  supplying  milk. 


Water  Supplies  in  detail. 


Alford. — The  majority  of  the  houses  are  supplied  from  the  Castle  Cary 
Works.  A  few  outlying  houses  by  private  wells.  (For  quality 
water  see  report  under  Castle  (’ary  heading). 

Ansford. — The  majority  of  houses  supplied  from  Castle  Cary  Public 
A  few  outlying  farms  and  cottages  have  private  wells. 


Public  Water 
of  Castle  Cary 


White 


Works. 


Barrow  North. — Supplied  by  wells,  the  majority  of  which  are  shallow.  The  supply 
is  extremely  unsatisfactory  (as  will  be  seen  from  the  Inspector’s  Annual  Report 
attached  herewith),  'file  question  of  a  better  supply  is  under  consideration.  In 
the  meantime  the  occupiers  have  been  advised  to  boil  the  water  before  drinking 
it. 

Barrow  South. — Supplied  by  wells  which  are  mostly  shallow.  The  supply  is  very 
unsatisfactory  (as  will  be  seen  from  the  Inspector’s  Annual  Report).  The 
question  of  a  better  supply  is  under  consideration.  In  the  meantime  the 
occupiers  have  been  advised  to  boil  the  water  before  drinking  it. 


Blackford. — Supplied  chiefly  from  wells  not  very  satisfactory.  In  the  year  1919,  20 
samples  of  water  were  collected  from  the  village  and  analysed,  and  1  1  of  these 
proved  to  be  contaminated.  The  conditions  have  not  materially  improved  since 
then.  As  there  are  several  strong  low  level  springs  in  the  centre  of  the  parish, 
it  was  then  suggested  that  these  might  be  collected  and  driven  by  means  of  a 
hydraulic  ram  to  a  reservoir  on  the  top  of  a  high  hill  close  by,  from  whence  it 
would  gravitate  over  the  village,  but  this  suggestion  was  not  considered 
practicable  by  the  Blackford  Parish  Meeting. 
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Bratton-St.-Maur. — Bratton  House,  Church  Farm  and  some  of  the  Cottages  are 
supplied  by  a  piped  service  from  2  reservoirs.  Holbrook  House,  Holbrook 
Farms  (2)  and  Cottages  have  a  piped  service  from  a  spring  on  the  Holbrook 
Estate.  The  quality  of  the  water  is  considered  good.  The  other  farms  and 
cottages  are  supplied  by  wells. 

Brewham,  North. — The  majority  of  the  houses  are  supplied  from  Bruton  Public  Water 
Works.  There  are  some  outlying  farms  and  cottages  supplied  by  private  wells. 

(For  quality  of  Bruton  water  see  report  under  Bruton  heading). 

Brewham,  South. — The  northern  end  is  supplied  from  the  Bruton  Public  Water 
Works  and  the  southern  end  by  piped  service  from  springs  at  Ilillcombe 
Hanging.  A  few  outlying  farms  and  cottages  are  supplied  from  private  sources. 

Bruton. — Supplied  from  springs  at  Kingswood  Warren  from  whence  it  gravitates  to 
the  town.  Bedlyneh,  a  hamlet  of  Bruton,  is  supplied  from  the  South  Brewham 
Public  Water  Works.  A  few  outlying  farms  and  cottages  are  supplied  from 
private  sources.  This  supply  is  fairly  constant  and  has  proved  generally 
sufficient.  The  last  report  of  the  public  analyst  states  that  there  is  no  evidence 
of  contamination  and  the  results  are  satisfactory. 

Cadbury,  North. — -A  portion  of  Galhamptou  and  Woolston  is  supplied  from  Castle 
Cary  Public  Water  Works.  The  centre  of  the  village  is  supplied  by  a  private 
piped  service  from  a  reservoir  fed  by  springs  at  Littleton  Hill,  South  Cadbury. 
The  supply  is  constant  and  the  quality  good.  A  few  outlying  farms  and 
cottages  are  still  depending  on  private  wells. 

Cadbury,  South. — The  centre  of  village  is  supplied  from  private  springs  at  Cadbury 
Camp  and  East  End.  The  supply  from  Cadbury  Camp  is  somewhat  intermittent 
The  quality  of  the  water  is  good  and  has  hitherto  proved  sufficient.  A  few 
outlying  cottages  are  supplied  from  private  sources. 

Castle  Cary. — Supply  from  Castle  Cary  Public  Water  Works.  The  well  is  situate 
at  the  bottom  of  Lodge  Hill  from  whence  it  is  pumped  to  a  reservoir  on  top  of 
Lodge  Hill  and  from  there  gravitates  over  the  town  and  district.  The  supply 
is  constant  and  sufficient,  and  the  last  report  of  the  County  Analyst  states  that 
the  water  shows  no  evidence  of  contamination  and  the  results  are  satisfactory. 

Charlton  Horethorne. — The  majority  of  the  houses  are  supplied  from  piped  supplies 
owned  by  the  Seymour  estate  and  the  Higby  estate.  Some  have  pipes  laid 
directly  to  the  houses,  others  are  supplied  by  stand  pipes.  The  supply  is 
generally  constant  and  sufficient,  and  the  last  report  of  the  County  Analyst 
states  that  the  water  shows  no  evidence  of  contamination  and  the  results  are 
satisfactory.  A  few  outlying  farms  and  cottages  are  supplied  from  other  private 
sources. 

Charlton  Musgrove. —  Supply  from  Charlton  Musgrove  Water  Works.  The  supply  is 
constant  and  sufficient  and  the  last  report  of  the  County  Analyst  states  that  the 
water  shows  no  evidence  of  contamination  and  the  results  are  satisfactory.  Some 
outlying  private  residences,  farms  and  cottages  are  supplied  from  private  sources. 
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Cheriton  North. — The  supply  is  chiefly  from  private  wells.  There  is  an  abundance 
of  water  but  badly  distributed.  The  Council  Cottages  have  a  piped  supply. 
Many  of  the  inhabitants  have  not  an  available  supply  of  wholesome  water  within 
a  reasonable  distance. 


Compton  Pauncefoot. — Compton  Castle,  the  Old  Rectory,  and  various  cottages  are 
supplied  from  the  Compton  Clastic  springs  which  gravitate  to  the  premises.  The 
Home  Farm,  the  old  Manor  House  Premises,  Post  Office,  the  Crescent,  and 
various  other  cottages  are  supplied  from  a  spring  at  Hicknell  from  whence  it 
gravitates  to  the  premises. 

Corton  Denham. — The  centre  of  village  is  supplied  by  a  piped  service  from  various 
springs  in  the  hill  close  by,  some  carried  direct  to  the  houses,  other  houses 
supplied  by  stand  pipes.  The  Whitcombe  end  of  the  parish  is  also  supplied 
by  a  spring.  Some  cottages  at  Staffords  Green  are  supplied  from  a  private  well. 
Holway  Farm  and  Cottages  are  also  supplied  from  a  private  source.  The 
water  is  generally  constant  and  has  hitherto  proved  sufficient.  The  last  report 
of  the  Public  Analyst  on  the  springs  supplying  the  centre  of  the  village 
states  that  the  water  shows  no  evidence  of  contamination  and  is  quite 
satisfactory. 

Cucklington. — The  centre  of  the  parish  is  supplied  chiefly  from  a  spring  known  as 
Pabwell,  where  there  is  a  never  failing  source  of  pure  water,  other  houses  are 
supplied  from  a  spring  by  the  side  of  the  Church  path.  The  Public  Analyst’s 
last  report  on  these  2  supplies  states  that  the  water  shows  no  evidence  of 
harmful  contamination  and  the  results  are  satisfactory.  The  water  from  the 
Church  Farm  well  was  also  analysed  and  proved  equally  satisfactory.  The 
Vicarage  and  School  are  supplied  by  a  spring  from  the  same  hill.  The  outlying 
farms  and  cottages  have  either  springs  or  wells.  In  this  village  there  is  a  super 
abundance  of  pure  water  but  it  might  be  better  distributed,  as  some  of  the 
occupiers  have  to  fetch  it  some  distance. 


Henstridge.  —  Supplied  from  Henstridge  Public  Water  Works.  Constant  and  hitherto 
sufficient.  The  latest  report  of  the  Public  Analyst  dated  Oct.  23rd,  1925, 
states  that  “the  sample  taken  from  the  reservoir  on  the  12th  Oct.  shows  marked 
evidence  of  contamination,  and  the  water  is  very  unsatisfactory.”  This  reservoir 
is  supplied  from  2  bore  holes  known  as  the  old  bore  hole  and  the  new  bore  hole. 
Separate  samples  were  taken  from  these  bore  holes  and  the  former  showed 
marked  evideuce  of  contamination,  but  the  latter  showed  evidence  of 
contamination  but  not  in  a  marked  degree.  A  water  engineer  has  been  engaged 
to  go  into  the  matter  of  this  contamination  with  a  view  of  remedying  same.  An 
analysis  was  also  made  of  the  spring  in  the  field  near  the  bore  holes.  This  also 
showed  very  marked  evidence  of  contamination,  the  water  being  very  bad. 
This  water  apparently  gets  into  the  bore  holes.  An  analysis  was  also  made  of 
the  well  water  at  Townsend  Farm  and  the  spring  at  Toomer  Hill  Farm,  but  the 
water  of  both  showed  marked  evidence  of  contamination 
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The  hamlet  of  Yenston  is  supplied  (diiefly  from  wells,  one  being  a  public 
well  situated  in  Chapel  Lane.  The  last  report  on  this  water  showed  evidence  of 
contamination.  The  wells  at  the  New  Inn  and  at  Silverton  Farm  premises  also 
showed  evidence  of  contamination.  Many  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  hamlet  have 
not  an  available  supply  of  wholesome  water  within  a  reasonable  distance. 


The  hamlet  of  Bowden,  comprising  2  farms  and  7  cottages,  obtains  its 
supply  from  a  spring  at  Imvood  which,  however,  practically  fails  in  very  dry 
weather.  Inwood  is  supplied  from  another  spuing  on  the  estate  and  a  piped 
service  is  extended  therefrom  to  various  houses  on  the  Sherborne  road  at 
Toomer  Hill,  which  are  higher  than  the  reservoir  at  the  Public  Water  Works. 


Holton. — North  Cheriton  House  and  also  the  cottages  on  the  estate  are  supplied  from 
a  private  spring  raised  by  a  wind  pump.  Lattiford  House  and  various  cottages 
are  supplied  from  a  spring  on  the  estate  by  a  piped  service.  Hook  Farm  and 
cottages  are  supplied  from  a  spring  on  the  farm,  also  by  a  piped  service.  Holton 
House  and  Holton  Lodge  are  supplied  by  private  wells.  The  centre  of  the 
village  is  supplied  from  a  very  strong  spring  issuing  behind  the  post  office. 
Outlying  farms  and  cottages  are  depending  upon  private  wells.  Hatherleigh 
Farm  has  no  proper  water  supply.  Many  of  the  inhabitants  have  not  a  proper 
supply  within  a  reasonable  distance  of  their  dwellings. 


Horsington.  —  Horsington  House  and  Horsington  Manor  and  various  farms  an  I 
cottages  are  supplied  by  a  private  piped  service  from  springs  in  the  hill  close  by. 
Wilkinthroop  Farm  and  cottages  also  have  a  private  piped  supply.  The  hamlet 
of  South  Cheriton  is  very  badly  in  need  of  a  better  supply.  The  inhabitants 
depend  chiefly  on  polluted  wells  and  dipping  places. 

Lovington. — Practically  the  whole  of  this  village  is  supplied  from  the  Castle  Clary 
Public  Water  Works. 


Maperton.  —  Maperton  House,  the  Vicarage,  Home  Farm,  the  Laundry  and  three 
cottages  are  supplied  from  a  spring  on  the  estate  from  whence  it  gravitates  to 
these  premises.  Clapton  Farm  and  cottages  have  wells  which  are  contaminated. 
Other  parts  of  the  parish  are  supplied  from  wells.  Elliscombe  House  and 
Elliscombe  Farm  have  a  piped  service  from  Elliscombe  Wood,  but  Elliscombe 
Cottages  have  not  a  proper  supply. 

Milborne  Port.  —  Supplied  from  Milborne  Port  Public  Water  Works.  This  is  a 
constant  supply  and  hitherto  has  proved  sufficient.  The  last  report  of  the 
Public  Analyst  states  that  the  sample  shows  no  evidence  of  contamination  and 
the  water  is  satisfactory.  The  springs  rise  at  Bradley  Head  and  gravitates  to  a 
pumping  station  at  Milborne  Wick  from  whence  it  gravitates  to  the  town. 
Higher  Milborne  Wick  Farm  is  supplied  from  the  Templecombe  Public  Water 
Works,  the  pumping  station  for  which  is  at  Milborne  Wick. 
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Penselwood . — A  portion  of  this  parish  is  supplied  from  Wincanton  Public  Water 
Works.  The  other  parts  of  the  parish  are  dependent  upon  wells. 

Pitcombe. — The  Cole  end  of  the  parish  is  supplied  from  the  Bruton  Public  Water 
Works.  A  portion  of  the  Hadspen  end  is  supplied  from  the  Castle  Cary  Water 
Works.  Hadspen  House  and  Cottages  close  by  are  supplied  by  a.  piped  service 
from  a  pumping  station  on  the  estate.  The  centre  of  the  village  is  supplied  by 
a  never  failing  spring  discharging  at  the  Railway  Three  Arches.  The  latest 
report  of  the  County  Analyst  states  that  the  water  is  free  from  contamination 
and  is  satisfactory.  A  portion  of  the  hamlet  of  Hadspen  is  supplied  from 
private  wells  which  are  not  very  satisfactory.  Godminster  Farm  and  Cottages 
near  are  supplied  from  South  I 're  wham  Public  Water  Works. 

Queen  Camel. — Supply  from  public  waterworks  at  Hieknell,  Compton  Pauncefoot. 
The  supply  is  generally  constant  and  hitherto  has  proved  sufficient.  Some  of 
the  outlying  farms  and  cottages  are  still  supplied  by  private  wells,  including 
Camel  Hill  Farm  and  adjacent  cottages,  the  supply  of  which  is  not  good. 

The  latest  report  on  the  Public  Water  Supply  shows  that  the  water  is 
free  from  contamination  and  is  satisfactory. 

Sparkforcl. — Supply  from  Public  Waterworks  at  Hieknell,  Compton  Pauncefoot. 
a  few  outlying  cottages  obtain  their  supply  from  wells. 

Sliepton  Alontague.—  The  supply  to  this  Village  is  very  unsatisfactory,  the  water 
being  obtained  from  contaminated  wells  and  shallow  dipping  places. 

In  the  year  1913,  ‘21  samples  of  water  from  this  village  were  analysed 

and  19  were  reported  as  contaminated. 

» 

Before  the  war,  a  provisional  agreement  was  entered  into  with  the  Castle 
Cary  Water  Company  to  supply  water  to  this  village,  but  this  agreement  was 
subsequently  cancelled  on  account  of  the  heavy  expense  which  would  be 
involved.  The  question  of  a  water  supply  for  this  village,  within  a  reasonable 
cost,  is  still  engaging  the  earnest  attention  of  the  Council. 
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Stoke  Trister.  —  Bay  ford  Lodge  and  Bay  ford  Farm  are  supplied  from  the  Charlton 
Musgrove  Public  Water  Works.  23  houses  abutting  the  main  road  between 
Leigh  Common  and  Wincanton  boundary  are  supplied  from  the  Wincanton 
Public  Water  Works.  Some  houses  in  the  parish  get  their  supply  from  a 
spring  situate  by  the  side  of  the  highway  below  Church  Farm,  others  from  a 
shallow  dipping  place  at  the  entrance  to  Breach  Lane,  and  others  from  a  dipping 
place  opposite  Sunny  Cottage.  The  rest  of  the  parish  are  supplied  from  wells 
or  other  private  sources.  Many  of  the  inhabitants,  including  the  School,  have 
not  an  available  supply  of  wholesome  water  within  a  reasonable  distance.  (For 
details  re  samples  collected  see  Inspector’s  report  attached  herewith.) 


There  is  a  very  strong  spring  of  water  at  Stoke  Farm,  Rowing  at  the  rate 
of  20  gallons  per  minute.  This  water  has  been  analysed  and  found  to  be 
satisactory.  The  Council’s  Engineer  has  prepared  a  scheme  to  supply  the 
parish  with  water  from  this  source.  In  the  meantime  the  occupiers  have  been 
advised  to  boil  the  water  before  drinking  it. 
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Stowell. — The  majority  of  the  houses  are  supplied  by  a  private  piped  service  from 
springs  near  the  Church,  from  which  the  water  gravitates  to  the  various 
premises.  The  supply  is,  however,  short  in  dry  weather.  Red  House  Farm  is 
supplied  from  the  Templecombe  Public  Water  Works,  the  main  pipe  of  which 
runs  through  the  Farm.  Some  houses  are  dependent  on  wells. 

Sutton  Montis. — The  centre  of  the  village  is  supplied  from  springs  at  Littleton  Hill. 
The  supply  is  constant  and  hitherto  has  proved  good  and  sufficient.  The 
outlying  farms  and  cottages  are  supplied  by  wells  and  springs. 

Templecombe. — A  water  supply  has  lately  been  installed.  The  water  is  obtained 
from  springs  at  Milborne  Wick,  is  pumped  up  to  a  reservoir  on  Bowden  Hill 
and  from  thence  by  gravitation  to  the  village.  The  larger  houses  and  farms  are 
supplied  by  pipes,  and  the  cottages  by  stand  pipes  at  various  places  in  the 
village.  The  water  is  sufficient  and  of  good  quality. 

Wheathill. — This  very  small  parish  consisting  of  2  farms  and  4  cottages  are  supplied 
be  private  wells.  Two  of  these  cottages  a  few  years  ago  were  short  of  water, 
and  a  new  well  was  sunk  to  meet  the  requirements. 

Wincanton. — Supplied  from  Wincanton  Public  Water  Works  from  springs  rising  at 
Penselwood,  from  whence  it  gravitates  to  the  town.  The  supply  is  generally 
constant  and  is  usually  sufficient.  The  last  report  of  the  Public  Analyst  in 
September  last  states  that  the  water  shows  evidence  of  slight  contamination 
and  is  not  quite  satisfactory.  The  cause  of  this  contamination  is  being  investi¬ 
gated  with  a  view  of  remedying  same. 

Yarlington. — Yarlington  House,  Yarlington  Mills,  The  Rookery,  the  Council  Houses 
at  West  Street,  and  various  other  cottages  are  supplied  from  the  Castle  Cary 
Public  Water  Works.  The  Manor  Farm  premises  were  hitherto  supplied  from 
a  spring  on  the  premises,  driven  by  a  hydraulic  ram  to  a  reservoir  on  the  hill, 
from  whence  it  gravitated  to  the  farm  and  to  the  Council’s  2  cottages  at 
Fairfield.  This  supply,  however,  has  failed.  The  remainder  of  the  parish 
obtain  their  supplies  from  wells.  In  October  and  November  last  6  samples 
were  collected  from  these  wells,  and  4  of  them  were  reported  by  the  Public 
Analyst  as  showing  evidence  of  contamination  and  the  results  unsatisfactory. 
The  worst  analysis  of  the  4  was  the  sample  taken  from  the  spring  known  as 
Potwell,  situate  in  the  centre  of  the  village,  from  which  practically  all  the 
inhabitants  in  the  vicinity  obtain  their  supply.  This  sample  showed  very 
marked  evidence  of  contamination  being  quite  unfit  for  drinking.  The  well  at 
the  Old  Rectory  Farm  has  not  been  used  for  some  years  past  owing  to  the  water 
being  contaminated.  Other  wells  in  the  parish,  although  the  water  has  not 
recently  been  analysed,  appear  to  be  liable  to  pollution.  In  addition  to  this 
many  of  the  supplies  are  not  within  a  reasonable  distance  of  the  dwelling 
houses.  The  Council’s  engineer  has  prepared  a  scheme  to  lay  on  water  to  the 
village  from  a  powerful  spring  near  Yarlington  Mill.  In  the  meantime  the 
occupiers  have  been  advised  to  boil  the  water  before  drinking  it. 
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2.— Rivers  and  Streams.  The  River  Brue  was  complained  of  a  few  years  ago 
by  the  owner  of  Alford  House,  owing  to  the  pollution  caused  by  the  drainage  of  a 
factory  at  Ansford.  The  owners  of  this  factory  were  called  upon  to  deal  with  their 
drainage  on  their  own  land,  which  they  have  done,  and  no  further  complaint  has  been 
recei vod. 


The  same  river  was  also  complained  of  in  the  Parish  of  Pitoomhe.  owing  to  a 
quantity  of  whey  being  discharged  into  it  from  a  Dairy  Company  in  Bruton,  and  the 
owners  were  called  upon  to  remedy,  which  they  have  now  done  by  providing  suitable 
tanks,  and  no  further  complaint  has  been  received. 

It  will  be  seen  below  under  Drainage  and  Sewerage,  that  complaints  were 
received  of  the  pollution  of  the  streams  at  Milborue  Port  and  Spirkford  and  the  steps 
taken  to  remedy  same.  No  serious  pollution  has  been  observed  in  other  parts  of  the 
area. 


3. — Drainage  and  Sewerage.  The  Drainage  and  Sewerage  of  the  area  as  a 
whole  is  very  satisfactory.  The  towns  and  larger  villages  have  up-to-date  and  well  cared 
for  sewage  disposal  works  and  farms.  One  or  two  complaints  (set  out  in  detail  below) 
have  been  received  in  regard  to  two  of  the  works  in  the  area,  these  have  mainly  been 
due  to  the  flooding  of  the  works  by  unprecedentedly  heavy  storms  of  rain  which  this 
district  has  experienced  lately.  These  complaints  have  been  remedied  by  either 
increasing  the  capacity  of  the  sewage  outlet  or  by  diverting  the  storm  water. 

Bruton. — The  whole  of  the  town  of  Bruton  is  properly  sewered,  the  sewage  being 
conveyed  to  the  sewage  disposal  works  in  Blackpit  Lane,  parish  of  Pitcombe. 
It  is  there  treated  by  means  of  septic  tanks,  filter  beds  and  land  irrigation.  As, 
however,  the  effluent  was  not  quite  satisfactory,  additional  filters  and  other 
works  have  been  carried  out  with  a  view  of  remedying  the  defects.  The  effluent 
discharges  into  the  river  Brue. 


Castle  Cary. — The  town  of  Castle  Cary  is  sewered  and  extensions  were  made  during 
the  past  year.  The  sewage  is  conveyed  to  a  field  on  the  Coekhill  road  where  it 
is  treated  by  means  of  tanks,  a  filter  and  land  irrigation.  No  complaints  are 
ever  received  of  any  nuisance  from  the  works  of  the  condition  of  the  effluent 
which  discharges  into  the  brook  alongside  the  public  highway. 


Milborne  Port. — With  the  exception  of  East  End  and  London  road  this  town  is 
sewered,  the  sewage  being  conveyed  to  a  large  field  near  Goathill,  where  it  is 
treated  by  means  of  tanks  and  land  irrigation.  Much  trouble  has  been 

experienced  during  the  last  2  years  with  the  section  of  sewer  immediately  below 
the  glove  factory,  and  the  Sherborne  Rural  District  Council  complained  of  the 
state  of  the  river  below  the  sewage  disposal  outfall  works.  Messrs.  A.  P.  I. 
Cotterell  &  Son,  of  Westminster,  have  been  engaged  by  the  Council  to  report 
on  the  best  method  of  improving  these  works  with  a  view  of  producing  a  more 
satisfactory  effluent. 
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Wicannton. — This  town  is  sewered,  the  sewage  being  conveyed  to  settling  tanks  near 
the  railway  and  from  thence  to  a  field  below  where  it  is  treated  by  means  of 
other  tanks  and  filters  and  finally  by  land  irrigation.  No  complaints  have  been 
received  of  any  nuisance  of  smell  or  of  the  condition  of  the  river  Cale  into  which 
the  effluent  discharges.  In  times  of  heavy  rain  many  of  the  houses  at  the  lower 
part  of  the.  town  become  flooded  with  storm  water  and  sewage  owing  to  the 
public  sewer  being  unable  to  carry  away  both  sewage  and  storm  water  from  the 
public  roads.  A  scheme  is  under  consideration  for  excluding  the  storm  water 
from  the  sewer  and  taking  it  direct  to  the  river  by  means  of  a  separate  drain. 


Henstridge . —  This  large  village  is  sewered,  the  sewage  being  conveyed  to  a  field  near 
South  Marsh  where  it  is  treated  by  means  of  septic  tanks  and  filter  beds.  No 
complaint  has  been  received  of  any  nuisance  from  the  works  or  from  the  brook 
into  which  the  effluent  discharges. 


Templecombe. — The  centre  of  this  important  village  is  partly  sewered,  the  sewage 
being  conveyed  to  a  tank  below  the  Home  Farm  premises.  The  sewage  disposal 
of  this  village  is  not  all  that  could  be  desired,  and  at  some  future  date  a  proper 
sewage  disposal  system  will,  undoubtedly,  have  to  be  adopted.  No  complaints 
have  been  received  of  any  pollution  of  streams  from  this  village. 


Queen  Camel. — The  main  street  of  this  village  is  sewered,  the  sewage  is  conveyed  to 
a  tank  to  which  a  pump  is  fixed  near  the  schools.  No  complaint  has  been 
received  of  any  nuisance  arising  from  the  tank  or  from  the  river  into  which  the 
effluent  discharges. 


Sparkfojd. — Considerable  complaint  was  received  of  the  condition  of  the  stream 
between  Upper  Sparkford  and  the  river  by  the  Church,  caused  by  the  drainage 
from  a  milk  factory  and  other  premises  draining  into  it.  A  proposal  was  made 
to  provide  proper  sewers  for  the  parish  and  treat  the  sewage  in  a  field  below  the 
Church,  but  on  account  of  the  expense  which  it  would  involve  the  Dairy 
Company  decided  to  deal  with  their  own  effluent  on  their  own  premises.  The 
other  owners  of  property  in  the  village  have  been  requested  to  adopt  similar 
methods. 


Corfon  Denham. — The  centre  of  this  village  was  sewered  some  years  ago,  the 
sewage  discharging  into  a  tank  near  Barretts  Farm.  Owing  to  this  tank 
and  the  outfall  therefrom  being  complained  of  as  a  nuisance,  it  was 
recommended  that  the  existing  tank  be  abolished  and  the  sewer  extended  to 
a  field  below  the  village  and  there  treated  by  means  of  a  septic  tank  and 
land  irrigation  and  also  a  branch  sewer  extended  to  North  Town.  On 
account  of  the  expense  involved,  the  present  owners  of  the  sewers  and  tank 
decided  to  convert  the  existing  tank  into  a  septic  tank  properly  covered 
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down  and  ventilated  and  extend  the  outfall  pipe  to  a  point  lower  down  the 
valley.  The  tank  has  been  improved,  but  up  to  the  present  the  outfall  has 
not  been  dealt  with.  A  sample  of  the  effluent  taken  in  October  last  proved 
to  be  unsatisfactory,  and  the  owners  have  now  been  asked  not  only  to 
extend  the  outfall  pipe,  but  to  provide  means  of  filtration  before  the  effluent 
is  discharged  into  the  stream. 

Other  Villages. — The  other  villages  in  the  district  which  are  more  or  less 
scattered  have  not  separate  sewers,  but  in  the  majority  of  cases  the 
slopwater  from  the  houses  runs  together  with  the  road  water  into  the  storm 
water  drains  and  from  thence  to  ditches  and  brooks,  and  in  many  cases  the 
cottagers  throw  their  slopwater  over  their  gardens.  The  drainage  from  the 
farm  premises  is  usually  dealt  with  by  means  of  manure  tanks.  If  any 
water  closets  are  found  to  be  directly  connected  with  such  ditches  or 
brooks,  the  owners  are  required  to  substitute  dry  earth  closets  or  provide 
means  of  purifying  the  effluent  from  the  water  closets.  As  the  sewage 
from  these  villages  is  only  of  a  liquid  character,  being  the  waste  water 
from  the  houses,  it  is  not  considered  necessary  to  provide  separate 
sewers,  as  the  expense  would  be  prohibitive,  the  houses  being  so  scattered 
over  a  wide  area. 


4. — Closet  Accommodation.  The  water  carriage  system  is  adopted  in  the 
towns  and  other  places  where  proper  sewers  have  been  provided,  and  in  such  cases 
the  owners  are  compelled  to  provide  proper  water  closets  and  adequate  flushing 
arrangements.  In  the  villages  where  sewers  are  not  provided,  the  owners  are 
compelled  to  provide  suitable  dry  earth  closets  in  lieu  of  insanitary  privy  vaults, 
or  where  sufficient  land  is  available  and  sufficient  water  for  flushing,  a  water  closet 
is  allowed,  provided  it  is  connected  by  a  suitable  drain  to  a  properly  constructed 
cesspool  placed  in  an  approved  position.  The  policy  is  to  get  rid  of  the  insanitary 
privy  vault  with  as  much  speed  as  possible. 


5.— Scavenging. — The  house  refuse  in  accordance  with  Section  42  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1875,  is  removed  periodically  by  the  Council  in  the  towns  of 
Bruton,  Castle  Cary,  Milborne  Port  and  Wincanton. 

At  Henstridge  and  Templecombe  an  order  was  made  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  dated  10th  July,  1925,  putting  in  force  the  provisions  of  Sec.  45  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1875,  giving  these  parishes  power  to  provide  receptacles  for 
the  deposit  of  rubbish.  In  other  parts  of  the  district  the  house  refuse  is  dealt 
with  by  each  occupier  on  his  own  premises.  The  earth  closets,  privies,  ashpits 
and  cesspools  in  such  places  are  also  dealt  with  by  each  owner  or  occupier.  With 
regard  to  ash  bins,  these,  in  the  places  where  scavenging  is  carried  out  by  the 
Council,  are  chiefly  moveable  odes.  In  the  villages,  the  refuse  is  usually  taken 
direct  to  the  gardens. 
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6. — Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 


(«)  Number  of  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector  during  the 
year 


850 


These  inspections  are  in  the  nature  of  inspections  of  Bakehouses, 
Farm  Premises,  Dairies,  Cottages,  Slaughterhouses,  Water  Supplies, 
Butchers’  Shops,  Sewage  Farms,  Sewers,  Workshops,  etc.,  etc. 

(b)  Number  of  Notices  served  in  respect  of  the  above 


Informal  Notices 


205 


Statutory  Notices 


37 


In  cases  where  notices  were  not  served,  letters  were  written  either 
by  the  Clerk  or  the  Inspector  or  verbal  notices  given. 

(c)  Many  of  the  Notices  have  been  complied  with  and  (other  defects 
partly  remedied. 

7.  —  Smoke  Abatement.  The  only  smoke  nuisance  complained  of  in  the 
area  has  been  from  a  Milk  Factory  at  Wincanton.  Notices  were  served  on  the 
Proprietors  under  Section  91  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  to  abate  the 
nuisance.  The  owners  have  now  installed  a  new  modern  furnace  with  a  higher 
chimney.  This  furnace  has  an  automatic  self-stoking  arrangement  and  flues 
designed  with  a  view  to  the  smoke  being  consumed.  The  Proprietor  has 
promised  not  to  use  the  three  offending  old  furnaces  with  low  chimneys 
excepting  in  cases  of  emergency. 

8.  — Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  controlled  by  Byelaws  and 
Regulations.  In  the  year  1907  the  Council  adopted  Regulations  under  the 
Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order  of  1885,  and  in  the  year  1911 
Byelaws  were  adopted  with  respect  to  New  Buildings  ;  and  on  the  1st  of 
April,  1925,  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  came  into  force. 
Under  the  foregoing  Byelaws  and  Regulations  the  Council  have  control  over 
the  production  and  distribution  of  milk,  the  slaughtering  of  cattle  and  sale  of 
meat,  and  the  erection  of  all  new  buildings.  The  Council  have  powers  under 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  with  regard  to  Common  Lodging  Houses  and 
offensive  trades.  There  are  no  hop  pickers  in  the  neighbourhood  and  no 
underground  sleeping  rooms. 

9.  — Other  Sanitary  Conditions  requiring  Notice.  There  does  not  appear  to 
be  any  very  important  matter  of  Sanitary  environment  demanding  special  note, 
not  included  under  the  other  headings. 
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10. — Schools.  The  chief  private  Schools,  such  as  King’s  School,  Bruton  ; 
Sexev’s  Trade  School,  Bruton  ;  Sunny  Hill  Girls’  School,  Pitcombe  ;  have 
modern  drainage  and  satisfactory  water  supplies.  The  North  and  South 
Barrow,  Yarlington,  Stoke  Trister,  and  Penselwood  Public  Elementary  Schools 
have  not  an  available  supply  of  pure  water  within  a  reasonable  distance.  The 
Schools  of  all  the  other  villages  and  towns  have  a  proper  and  sufficient  water 
supply.  Where  public  sewers  are  available  the  drainage  of  these  Elementary 
Schools  are  of  the  water  carriage  type,  but  where  sewers  are  not  available  the 
privv  vault  or  dry  earth  closet  is  in  use.  The  privy  vault  system  in  the  majority 
of  cases  has  been  substituted  by  the  dry  earth  closet. 

The  Bruton  Public  Elementary  Schools  are  very  badly  situated  and  it  has 
been  decided  to  build  new  schools  in  a  better  position  with  better  sanitation. 

It  is  proposed  also  to  build  a  new  public  Elementary  School  at  Cucklington 
where  the  sanitation  and  ventilation  are  not  good. 

In  case  of  Infectious  Disease,  powers  are  exercised  under  the  Memorandum 
on  closure  and  exclusion  from  school,  1925. 

i) — Housing. 

(I)  General  Housing  conditions  in  the  area. 

(1)  The  majority  of  houses  in  the  district  have  gardens  attached,  and  being 
quite  a  rural  district  there  are  but  a  few  realiy  congested  areas  and 
very  few  back-to-back  houses. 

(2)  («)  There  is  a  shortage  of  houses  in  the  district. 

(b)  Measures  taken  to  meet  this  shortage  by  the  Rural  Council  have 
been  to  build  new  cottages  for  the  working  classes  and  to  encourage 
local  enterprise  by  granting  subsidies.  To  what  extent  this  has 
been  done  will  be  seen  from  the  return  under  the  heading  “  New 
Houses.  ” 

(3)  The  estimated  population  of  the  district  in  the  year  1920  was  16,809, 

and  in  1925,  16,  1 50. 

(II)  Overcrowding. 

(1)  A  number  of  overcrowding  cases  have  been  dealt  with  during  the  past 
5  years. 

(2)  The  causes  of  this  overcrowding  is  chiefly  the  lack  of  cottages  with 
sufficient  bedrooms  for  the  accommodation  of  families  as  they  increase 
in  number,  and  frequently  the  breadwinner  of  the  family  does  not  earn 
sufficient  wages  to  pay  the  rent  required  for  a  house  large  enough  for 
his  family  or  the  rent  required  for  the  Council’s  new  houses. 
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(3)  The  Council  are  taking-  every  measure  possible  for  relieving-  the 
overcrowding,  as  before  stated,  by  building  new  cottages  which,  in 
time,  should  considerably  alleviate  the  conditions,  and  in  some  cases 
the  overcrowding  has  been  relieved  by  some  of  the  children  boarding  out. 

(4)  The  principal  cases  of  overcrowding  during  the  year  1925  are  as 
follows  :  — 

North  Cadbury.—  Cottage  at  Galhampton.  Occupier  removed  to  larger  house. 

Wincanton. — Cottage,  Silver  Street.  Nuisance  not  yet  abated. 

Henstridge. — Cottage,  High  Street.  Not  remedied. 

Bratton- St.- Maur. — Old  Turnpike  Cottage.  Occupier  removed  to  larger  house. 

North  Brewham. — Cottage,  “  Border.’’  Occupier  removed  to  Council  Cottage. 

Cucklington. — Cottage.  Occupier  removed  to  Council  Cottage. 

Lovington. — Cottage,  “  Riverside."  Occupier  removed  from  neighbourhood. 

Bruton. — Cottage,  “  West  End."  Nuisance  not  abated. 

Bruton. — Cottage,  “  Ferndale.”  Not  abated,  but  only  reported  on  31st  December, 
1925. 

Bruton. — No.  45,  Coombe  Street.  Nuisance  abated. 

Wincanton. — Cottage  No.  6,  Bay  ford  Hill.  Nuisance  not  abated,  but  only 
reported  October  27th,  1925. 

Wincanton. — Cottage,  “The  Tything."  Occupier  removed  to  larger  house. 

North  Cadbury. — Cottage,  High  Road,  Galhampton.  Nuisance  not  yet  abated. 

Yarlington. — Cottage,  West  Street.  Nuisance  not  abated,  but  occupier  states  he 
is  endeavouring  to  get  a  larger  house. 

(III.)  Fitness  of  Houses. 

(1)  («)  The  general  standard  of  houses  in  the  area  may  be  considered  fairly 
good  being  generally  substantially  built  either  of  local  stone  or 
brick  with  tiled  or  slate  roof.  There  are  a  few  thatched  houses 
still  remaining,  mostly  in  isolated  positions.  The  mud  hut  has 
practically  disappeared. 

( b )  The  general  character  of  the  defects  found  to  exist  in  unfit  houses 
are  leaky  roofs,  defective  walls  and  floors,  general  dampness, 
insufficient  light  and  ventilation. 

(c)  These  defects  are  usually  due  to  the  lack  ot  proper  management  and 
supervision  by  the  owners  and  in  some  cases  the  owners,  whose 
only  means  of  livelihood  is  derived  from  the  rents  of  these  cottages, 
have  not  the  means  to  carry  out  the  necessary  repairs  and 
renovations  which  are  so  costly  at  the  present  time.  In  some  cases 
the  occupiers  are  reputed  owners  of  the  house  in  their  occupation, 
but  the  latter  being  heavily  mortgaged,  they  also  have  not  the 
means  to  carry  out  necessary  repairs.  In  some  cases  the  defects 
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are  due  to  the  acts  of  the  tenants,  especially  to  floors  of  back 
houses  which  are  cracked  into  pieces  by  the  chopping  of  wood  on 
them  or  cracking  of  coal,  where  suitable  outhouses  are  not 
provided. 

(2)  The  general  action  taken  as  regards  unfit  houses  is  to  serve  notices 

on  the  owners  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  or  Housing  Acts  to 
remedy  the  defects,  and  if  the  owners  do  not  comply  with  the 
notices,  closing  orders  are  made. 

(3)  The  difficulties  experienced  in  remedying  unfitness  is  given  under 

(III)  (!)  (C). 

It  is  found  necessary  to  give  the  owners  time  by  spreading 
the  repairs  over  a  number  ot  years  in  cases  where  the  incomes  of 
the  owners  are  limited  owing  to  the  high  prices  charged  by  all 
contractors  in  carrying  out  the  work. 

There  is  not  a  large  number  of  back-to-back  houses  in  the 
district,  and  every  endeavour  is  made  to  adopt  the  best  method 
available  to  improve  the  ventilation  ot  those  remaining. 

(4)  As  regards  water  supplies  see  particulars  under  heading  Water 

Supply. 

Closet  Accommodation,  see  under  that  heading.  Refuse 
Disposal,  see  under  Scavenging  heading,  and  for  measures  taken 
with  regard  to  each  matter. 


(IV.)  Unhealthy  Areas. 

No  information  or  complaints  received  or  representations  made  in  regard 
to  unhealthy  areas,  and  it  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take 
any  action  in  regard  to  such,  the  district  being  very  rural. 

(V.)  Byelaws  relating  to  houses  let  in  lodgings,  tents,  vans,  sheds,  etc. 

(1)  There  are  no  byelaws  other  than  those  mentioned  under  heading  of 

“  premises  and  occupations  which  can  be  controlled  by  byelaws 
and  regulations.  ” 

(2)  No  new  byelaws  or  revision  of  existing  ones  have  hitherto  been 

considered  necessary. 

(vi.) 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  by  the  Local  Authority  during  the  year 
to  take  any  special  action  bearing  on  the  public  health  beyond 
their  powers  under  the  Housing  Acts  or  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
The  district  on  the  whole  may  be  considered  a  fairly  healthy 
one  and  the  number  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  for  many 
years  past  has  not  been  large. 
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Housing-  Statistics  for  the  Year  1925. 


Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  b)  ...  64 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  58 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  6 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses  : — 

Inspection — 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ..  274 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 

under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Kegulations, 

1910,  or  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  274 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  untit  for  human  habitation  23 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 

the  preceding  subhead)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  tit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  207 

(5)  No  defects  recorded  ...  ...  ...  44 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  formal  notices — 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  tit  in  consequence  of  informal 

action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  57 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers — - 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act ,  1925  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ....  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  tit  after 

service  of  formal  notices  : 

{a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders 

became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declaration  by  owners 
of  intention  to  close 


nil 
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B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  29 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ....  ...  ...  15 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  nil 


C.  Proceedings  under  the  Housing  Act ,  1919 — 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the  making  of 

closing  orders  ...  .  .  ...  23 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ....  ...  5 

(o)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders 
were  determined,  the  dwelling-houses  having  been 
rendered  fit  ..  ..  ...  ...  } 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ....  ...  ...  uil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ..  ...  ....  un 

(N.B. — No  proceedings  were  taken  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1925,  as  it  has  not  been  sufficiently  long  in  force). 


E — Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 


(a)  Milk  Supply. 

The  Council  in  the  year  1907  adopted  certain  regulations  under  the  Dairies, 
Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Orders,  and  all  cowkeepers  were  provided  with  copies. 

During  the  past  year  8  clean  Milk  Demonstrations  were  held  at  various  centres 
in  the  district,  and  these  were  well  attended,  and  it  is  proposed  to  carry  out  these 
demonstrations  in  fresh  centres  each  year  for  the  purpose  of  demonstrating  to  the 
cowkeeper  and  his  employees  how  clean  milk  can  be  produced  even  011  premises 
which  may  not  be  structurally  up-to-date. 

It  is  now  proposed  to  collect  samples  of  milk  from  the  retailers  of  the  district 
who  are  also  producers,  and  submit  these  samples  to  the  Public  Analyst  under  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Consolidation  Act,  1915,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  whether 
any  animals  in  the  herds  are  affected  with  Tuberculosis.  The  Milkshops,  Dairies 
and  Cowsheds  are  inspected  as  often  as  it  is  found  possible  by  the  Inspector  and 
notices  are  served  on  owner  or  occupier  to  remedy  any  defects  found  to  exist. 


There  is  a  very  considerable  improvement  as  regards  cleanliness  in  the 
of  milk. 


handling 


(1)  During  the  past  5  years  it  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take  any  special 
action  with  regard  to  tuberculous  milk  or  tuberculous  cattle,  but  the  Inspector, 
when  visiting  the  various  farms,  enquires  as  to  the  health  of  the  cattle  and 
inspects  them  when  practicable. 
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One  License  lias  been  granted  to  use  the  designation  “  Pasteurised  Milk.”  The 
type  of  apparatus  used  is  the  Positive  Holder  Pasteuriser.  No  other  license  has 
been  granted  to  distributors. 

The  following  number  of  producers  of  specially  designated  milk  have  been 
licensed,  namely  : 

Certified  ...  ...  ....  1 

Grade  A  (Tuberculin  tested).  ...  3 


(3)  It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  refuse  or  revoke  the  registration  of  retailers  or 
of  licenses  for  graded  milk. 

(4)  Three  samples  of  milk  were  collected  during  the  past  year  from  milk  produced  at 
the  Manor  Farm,  Woolston,  and  the  results  of  Analysis  were  quite  satisfactory. 


(5)  Milk  Producers  and  Distributors — 

(//.)  Number  of  Distributors  on  the  Register  ...  32 

(1)  Number  of  Distributors  who  are  also  Producers  25 

(2)  Number  of  Distributors  alone  ...  ....  7 

(^)  Number  of  Producers  ...  ..  319 


(i)  Meat. 

(1)  Each  proprietor  of  slaughterhouse  has  been  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  Public 
Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  and  each  proprietor  has  sent  in  to  the 
Inspector  1 1 is  usual  days  and  times  for  slaughtering. 

He  has  also  been  instructed  to  notify  the  Inspector  of  any  special  days  for 
slaughtering  and  any  cases  where  the  carcases  are  thought  to  be  diseased  in 
accordance  with  the  regulations. 

The  Inspector  visits  the  slaughter-houses  as  often  as  is  possible  in  such  a  wide 
area. 

There  is  no  arrangement  made  for  marking  the  meat  and  no  special 
arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  disposal  of  condemned  meat. 

(Further  details  may  be  obtained  from  the  Inspector’s  report  attached). 

(2)  There  are  no  meat  stalls  in  the  district  but  the  Inspector  visits  the  meat  shops 

and  stores  and  inspects  the  vehicles  as  often  as  possible. 

(3)  There  are  no  public  slaughter-houses  in  the  district. 

Private  Slaughter-houses  in  use  in  the  area — 

In  1920  In  Jan.,  1925  In  Dec.,  1925 

Registered  17  15  15 

Licenced  0  0  0 


Total  17 


15 


15 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS,  1924,  etc. 

Particulars  for  Year  1925 


1.  Slaughter  Houses. 

Registered  15.  Licensed  nil.  Total  15. 


Notices  under  Section  8  of  the  Regulations. 


(1 a )  The  person  appointed  to  receive  these  notices  ...  E.  J.  Ilaine  Padfield 
(b)  Number  of  Slaughter  House  occupiers  ...  ...  16 


Exclusive  of 
emergency 
slaughtering 


who  have  given  only  a  notice  of  slaughtering  at  a 
fixed  time 

who  have  not  given  such  a  notice  but  give  a  notice 
of  each  time  of  slaughter 


16 

nil 


Number  of  notices  given  under  Section  9  ...  ...  2 

3.  Has  the  Sanitary  Inspector  a  special  Meat  Certificate  ..  ...  No 

If  so,  give  when  obtained 

4.  Particulars  of  meat  condemned  (whether  seized  or  surrendered)  during  1925  in 

the  following  form — 


Animal  and  parts  condemned. 


Whole  carcase  * 

Pigs  !  Head 

(internal  organs  alone  j' 


Whole  carcase  * 

Fore  or  hind  quarters  only 
Head 

Internal  organs  alone']' 

carcase  * 
alone  j* 

Other  1  Whole  carcase  * 
animals  ( Organs  alone  f 

Tinned  Meats 


Sheep 


f  Whole 
|  Organs 


Oxen 

and 

Calves 


1 


During 

2nd  Half  -year. 


Total 

for  the  year. 


1 

1 


It  is  assumed  that  when  the  whole  carcase  is  condemned  the  whole  animal  is  condemned  and 
this  is  included  under  this  item  only. 

f  If  only  one  organ  or  if  all  the  internal  organs  are  condemned  enter  here  as  one  item  for  each 
animal. 
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((?)  Other  Foods. 

For  unsound  food  detected  see  Inspector’s  report  attached  hereto.  The 
bakehouses  in  the  district  are  in  very  fair  order  and  also  other  premises  which 
have  been  inspected  where  food  is  prepared,  stored  or  exposed. 

In  cases  where  defects  have  been  found  the  proprietors  have  been  required  to 
remedy.  Existing  powers,  up  to  the  present,  have  been  found  adequate  in  dealing 
with  sanitary  conditions  in  such  places. 

(d)  In  the  year  1921  (one  of  the  years  under  review)  a  consignment  of  bacon  was 
seized  at  Queen  Camel,  2  lots  of  butter  at  Bruton  and  1  at  Galhampton,  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption. 

(e>)  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

No  special  action  under  the  act  has  been  taken  by  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

(/)  No  special  action  under  the  Public  Health  (Condensed)  Milk  Register,  1923. 


F — Prevalence  of,  and  control  over,  Infectious  Diseases. 


Infectious  Diseases  Generally. 


There  is  a  marked  decrease  in  the  prevalence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases 
occurring  in  the  area  as  compared  with  5  years  ago,  as  the  following  comparative 
table  shows — 


Disease. 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 
Puerperal  Fever 
Erysipelas 


Number  notified  in  1920. 

Number  notified  in  1925 

36 

25 

60 

11 

0 

1 

1 

9 

-j 

4 

2 

Total  101 

41 

— 

— - 

Total  number  of  all  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  notified  — 

in  1920  ...  145 

in  1925  ...  89 

A  supply  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  kept  at  the  Union  Infirmary,  it  is  supplied 
free  to  any  practitioner  in  the  area  who  applies  for  it  and  prompt  use  is  made  of  it  when 
necessary. 

One  case  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica  occurred  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  the 
patient  was  admitted  to  the  Bethlem  Royal  Hospital  and  died  there. 

“  Return  ”  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occur  very  rarely,  there  have  been  no  such 
cases  in  1925. 
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12  cases  of  Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  were  notified  in  192-3;  half  the  cases 


occurring  in  December. 


Swabs  of  the  throat  in  diphtheria  were  utilized  to  a  large  extent  as  bacteriological 
aids  to  diagnosis,  to  discover  “  contact  ”  cases  and  as  a  guide  to  the  condition  of  the 
throat  after  an  attack. 

The  examination  of  the  swabs  was  carried  out  at  the  County  Health  Laboratory, 
Weston-Super-Mare. 

No  use  has  been  made  of  Schick  and  Dick  Tests  nor  of  artificial  immunisation 
against  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever. 

No  primary  vaccinations  nor  re- vaccinations  have  been  performed  by  me  under 
the  Public  Health  (Small  Pox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917. 


Measles,  Whooping  (  lough  and  Mumps  have  been  very  prevalent  in  the  area 


in  1925. 


The  mortality  from  Influenza  amounted  to  a  total  of  3  cases.  The  vast  majority 
of  cases  of  Influenza  occurring  were  of  a  very  mild  character. 

Lancer  is  undoubtedly  increasing  in  this  area,  accounting  for  32  deaths  in  1925. 

In  every  case  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Disease  occurring  in  the  area,  the  house  is 
disinfected  bv  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  the  bedding,  clothes,  etc  of  the  patient  are 
passed  through  the  Disinfector  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Wincanton. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the 

Year  1925. 


DISEASE. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

...,|  12 

10 

nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

25 

22 

nil 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

nil 

nil 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

12 

nil 

10 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

19 

0 

G 

Non-pul  monary  Tuberculosis 

11 

nil 

O 

0 

Erysipelas 

0 

nil 

nil 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  / 

0 

nil 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

5 

nil 

nil 
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An  Analysis  of  Total  Cases  of  and  Total  Deaths  from  Infectious 
Diseases  under  the  following  Age=groups. 


Puerperal 

Fever. 

Acute 

Primary 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Enteric 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Acute 

Influenzal 

Pneumonia 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Age 

Total 

Total 

Total 

Total 

Total 

Total 

Total 

Total 

Total 

Total 

1  otal 

Total 

Total 

T  otal 

Total 

Total 

Periods. 

Cases. 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases. 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

Under 

1  year 

2 

_ 

_ 

5 

1— 

9 

Lx - 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

O 

O - 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

5—9 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1" 

— 

— 

— 

10—14 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

15—19 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- - 

20—34 

— 

— 

9 

— j 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- - 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

35-44 

1 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

45—65 

— 

— 

4 

2 

1 

— 

66  &  over 

— 

- ' 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

2 

9 

12 

10 

2 

— 

1 

— 

12 

— 

— 

— 

25 

— 

5 

— 

Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1925. 


Total  New  Cases  Notified 

Total  Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Age 

Periods 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Under 

1  year 

1—4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

• - 

— 

— 

5—9 

2 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10—14 

1 

3 

1 

2 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

15-19 

1 

1 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

20—24 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

25—34 

2 

3 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

35—44 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

45—54 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55 — 64 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  &  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

9 

10 

8 

3 

4 

2 

2 

1 

Note. — The  apparent  discrepancy  between  cases  notified  and  deaths  (at  certain 
ages)  is  due  to  the  fact  that  some  deaths  occurred  iu  the  Wincanton  Sanatorium  of  cases 
notified  in  districts  other  than  the  Wincanton,  Rural  District  and  cannot,  therefore,  be 
described  as  “  new  cases  notified.” 

The  notification  of  Tuberculosis  and  other  notifiable  diseases  is  satisfactory. 
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Public  Health  ( Prevention  of  Tuberculosis )  Regulations ,  1925. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  these  Regulations. 

Public  Health  Act ,  1925,  Section  G2. 

No  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Council  under  this  section. 

G — Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Two  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  occurred,  both  of  which,  unfortunately,  ended 
fatally ;  both  patients  were  transferred  from  home  for  treatment  in  the  Union  Infirmary 
and  died  there. 

There  have  been  5  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  notified.  All  were  mild 
cases  and  all  became  quite  well  under  treatment,  the  eyes  of  none  being  permanently 
affected. 

Epidemic  Diarrhoea,  Poliomyelitis,  and  other  infectious  diseases  of  parturient 
women,  infants  and  young  children  were  conspicuous  by  their  absence. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


Cases. 

Vision 

Unimpaired. 

Vision 

Impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Deaths. 

Treated. 

lNotihed. 

At  Home. 

In  Hospital. 

5  5 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

The  Keport  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  appended. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

THOS.  E.  COULSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Castle  Cary, 

Somerset, 

February  21th,  1926. 


To  T.  E.  COULSON,  Esq.,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.Ed., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

WlNC  ANTON. 


Sir, 


I  beg  to  submit  my  Sanitary  Report  for  year  ended  31st  December,  1925. 

No  complaints  have  been  made  during  the  year  of  any  nuisance  emanating 
from  either  the  Wincanton,  Castle  Cary,  Bruton  or  Henstridge  Sewage  Farms. 

Considerable  works  have  been  carried  out  at  the  Bruton  Sewage  Farm  with  a 
view  of  producing  a  more  satisfactory  effluent. 

Messrs  A.  P  I.  Cotterell  &  Son  reported  on  the  condition  of  the  Milborne 
Port  Sewage  Works  in  May,  1925,  and  they  male  extensive  recommendations  to 
improve  same.  The  recommendations  were  not  adopted  in  their  entirety  by  the 

Milborne  Port  Parochial  Committee.  The  Engineers  then  presented  a  modified 
report  dated  June  29th,  1925,  making  certain  recommendations  as  a  temporary 
expedient. 

The  Storm  Overflow  Works  at  Yen  and  also  the  Outfall  Works  at  Henover 
are  now  in  much  better  working  order.  The  Analysts  reports  on  samples  of  the  effluent 
collected  in  the  months  of  September  and  November  state  that  nitrification  is  imperfect, 
whilst  the  October  sample  was  stated  to  be  satisfactory.  The  Milborne  Port  Parochial 
Committee  are  still  endeavouring  to  produce  a  more  satisfactory  effluent.  Certain 
springs  at  Rosemary  Street,  which  were  formerly  connected  with  the  sewers,  have  now 
been  diverted  to  the  river.  The  bed  of  the  river  running  through  the  town  from 
Kingsbury  Mill  to  the  entrance  to  Yen  has  been  cleaned  out  and  the  hanks  cut  back, 
which  is  a  very  considerable  sanitary  improvement. 

At  Wincanton  many  of  the  residents  between  the  bottom  of  West  Hill  and 
the  entrance  to  the  Sewage  Works  have,  in  very  wet  weather,  been  put  to  very  great 
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inconvenience  by  their  houses  and  drains  being  Hooded  with  storm  water  and  crude 
sewage,  owing  to  the  public  sewer  at  the  lower  end  of  the  town  being  unable  to  carry 
away  the  enormous  amount  of  storm  water  which  gets  into  it  from  the  highways,  in 
addition  to  the  domestic  sewage.  This  section  of  sewer  running  parallel  with  the  rail¬ 
way  has  very  little  gradient,  and  is  practically  blocked  at  the  lower  end.  The  matter 
has  been  referred  to  the  W incanton  Parochial  Committee  with  a  recommendation  that 
they  engage  an  engineer  with  a  view  of  putting  this  section  of  sewer  into  proper 
condition.  An  application  has  also  been  made  to  the  Somerset  County  Council  for  a 
grant  towards  disconnecting  the  main  road  storm  water  from  the  sewer  and  diverting  it 
to  the  river. 


At  Castle  Cary  the  main  sewer  has  been  extended  in  South 
houses  in  the  allotment  field,  and  at  Stoke  Trister  the  main  drain  at 
extended  to  abate  a  nuisance  near  Bayford  Farm. 


Street  to  the  new 
Bayford  has  been 


Various  repairs  have  been  effected  to  the  public  sewers  at  Wincantou,  Castle 
Cary,  Milborne  Port  and  Templecombe. 

Negotiations  are  still  taking  place  with  owners  of  properties  at  Upper  and 
Lower  Sparkfoid  with  a  view  of  endeavouring  to  persuade  them  to  deal  with  their 
drainage  on  their  own  premises  (as  recommended  bv  the.  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health)  and  thus  avoid  polluting  the  water  courses.  Some  have  complied  with  this 

request  and  others  have  promised  to  do  so,  whilst  some  are  holding  back,  especially 

owners  of  small  cottages  with  limited  garden  areas.  These  are,  however,  prepared  to 
give  an  undei taking  that  their  drains  shall  be  used  for  storm  water  only,  and  the  slop 
water  spread  over  the  garden  surface. 

The  Somerset  Public  Health  Committee  have  been  asked  whether  such 
undertakings  would  be  approved. 

The  drainage  at  the  Council  Houses,  Balsam  Park,  Wincantou,  has  been 
improved,  and  also  at  the  Council  Houses  at  Cucklington. 

An  analysis  has  been  made  of  the  septic  tank  effluent  from  the  private  sewer 

in  the  centre  of  the  village  at  Corton  Denham,  and  as  it  proved  very  unsatisfactory  the 

owners  have  been  asked  to  extend  the  sewer  to  a  point  further  from  dwelling  houses 
and  provide  means  of  filtration  before  the  effluent  is  discharged  into  the  stream. 


Ninety-nine  samples  of 
of  these  being  from  public  suppli 


water  were  collected  during  the  year  for 
es,  and  77  from  private  sources. 


analysis,  22 


Samples  from  Henstridge  Public  Water  Works  all 
through  contamination.  The  Henstridge  Parochial  Committee 
engineer  as  to  the  source  of  this  contamination. 


proved  unsatisfactory 
are  consulting  a  water 
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The  water  supply  at  Yenston  (a  hamlet  of  Henstridge)  is  not  satisfactory.  I 
hope  to  make  a  house-to-house  inspection  of  this  hamlet  shortly,  and  report  on  its  water 
supply  generally. 

Samples  of  water  from  the  Wincanton  Public  Water  Works  have  been 
analysed,  but  none  of  them  proved  free  from  contamination.  The  matter  has  been 
referred  to  the  WYncanton  Parochial  Committee.  I  hope  shortly  to  make  a  house-to- 
house  inspection  of  the  parish  of  Penselwood,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  whether  any 
pollution  can  get  into  the  springs  at  Pen  from  this  village. 

Eight  samples  of  water  were  analysed  from  the  parish  of  North  Barrow,  and 
all  were  found  to  be  contaminated,  and  out  of  nine  samples  from  South  Barrow  only  one 
sample  was  found  not  seriously  contaminated.  These  matters  have  been  referred  to  the 
North  and  South  Barrow  Parish  Meetings  with  a  recommendation  that  an  endeavour  be 
made  to  furnish  both  parishes  with  a  public  piped  service  of  pure  water. 

Shepton  Montague  Water  Supply  is  still  extremely  unsatisfactory,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  during  the  year  1926  it  will  be  found  possible  to  provide  a  better  supply  for 
this  village  at  a  reasonable  cost. 

Six  samples  were  collected  from  the  village  of  Yarlington,  and  four  were 
found  to  be  contaminated,  including  the  spring  known  as  Potwell,  which  is  the  chief 
source  of  supply  for  the  centre  of  the  village,  including  the  School  and  the  Council’s 
two  cottages  known  as  u  Fairfield.’*  Some  of  these  occupiers  have  no  water  within  a 
reasonable  distance.  A  piped  service  for  the  centre  of  the  parish  would  be  a  great  boon 
to  the  inhabitants. 

There  appears  to  be  an  abundance  of  pure  water  running  to  waste  in  the  town 
of  Castle  Cary,  more  than  sufficient  for  Shepton  Montague,  Yarlington  and  the  Barrows, 
and  within  a  reasonable  distance  of  these  places,  but  unfortunately  the  pumping  plant 
and  reservoir  capacity  at  the  Castle  Cary  Water  Works  are  not  adequate  for  an  extension 
to  these  villages,  but  is  quite  sufficient  for  Castle  Cary  and  the  villages  which  it  is 
already  suppyling.  The  Castle  Cary  Water  Supply  has  been  extended  to  Woolston  and 
other  parts  of  North  Cadbury,  where  it  was  urgently  needed. 

A  house-to-house  inspection  has  been  made  of  the  parish  of  Stoke  Trister  with 
the  view  of  ascertaining  the  general  water  supply.  From  26  samples  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst  only  three  were  found  free  from  contamination,  and  other  supplies 
appeared  to  the  naked  eye  to  be  liable  to  pollution,  and  many  of  the  inhabitants  have  no 
water  within  a  reasonable  distance. 

A  number  of  houses  at  Bayford  are  supplied  from  the  Wincanton  Public 
Main,  and  Bayford  Lodge  and  Bayford  Farm  are  supplied  from  the  Charlton  Musgrove 
Public  Supply.  The  Council’s  Engineer  is  preparing  a  scheme  to  lay  on  water  from  the 
Manor  Farm  springs.  A  better  supply  is  much  needed. 
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The  inspection  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Orders  has  been 
continued.  Printed  cards,  “  Directions  to  Milkers,”  have  been  sent  to  each  registered 
cowkeeper  with  a  view  of  increasing  the  production  of  clean  milk. 

Clean  Milk  Demonstrations  have  been  given  through  the  Somerset  County 
Council  at  convenient  centres,  and  were  well  attended,  and  will  doubtless  help  very 
considerably  towards  improving  the  handling  of  milk  and  the  utensils  used  in  connection 
therewith. 


It  is  hoped  that  more  local  dairy  farmers  will  produce  Grade  A  milk  and 
tuberculin-tested  milk,  so  that  the  consumers  in  the  Wiucanton  Rural  District  may  be 
able  to  obtain  the  supply  produced  under  the  best  possible  conditions  and  free  from 
suspicion.  Samples  of  Grade  A  Tuberculin-tested  Milk  from  Messrs.  Edwards  &  Evetts’ 
Dairy  at  Woolston  have  proved  to  be  pure,  but  all  this  milk  is  sent  to  London. 

The  inspection  under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  have  been 
continued,  and  although  impracticable  in  so  wide  a  district  with  so  many  private 
slaughter  houses,  to  inspect  the  carcase  of  every  animal  slaughtered,  a  point  is  made  of 
immediately  inspecting  any  carcase  when  notified  under  sec.  9  of  the  regulations  by  the 
person  or  on  whose  behalf  the  animal  was  slaughtered. 

The  carcase  of  a  bullock  and  also  carcase  of  a  pig  were  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  food,  and  on  being  voluntarily  surrendered  by  the  butchers  were  destroyed. 

It  is  proposed  to  adopt  a  suitable  set  of  Bye-laws  in  192G  for  the  better 
management  of  slaughter  houses,  and  with  that  view  a  slaughtering  demonstration  has 
been  arranged  to  take  place  before  finally  deciding  on  adopting  a  bye-law  making 
compulsory  the  use  of  any  particular  instrument  for  slaughtering  purposes. 

All  the  butchers  have  been  asked  to  put  glass  fronts  to  their  shops — some 
have  complied.  The  butchers’  shops,  however,  are  kept  generally  clean,  and  there  is 
marked  improvement  in  the  handling  of  meat. 

Many  cases  of  overcrowding  of  dwelling  houses  have  been  reported,  but  in  the 
majority  of  cases  this  is  a  very  difficult  class  of  nuisance  to  deal  with  at  the  present 
time  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  cottages,  and  owing  to  the  objection  of  owners  to  admit 
larce  families  into  their  houses  whilst  tenants  are  available  with  small  families. 

O 


There  are  still  many  houses  occupied  which  have  been  reported  as  unfit  for 
human  habitation,  but  until  more  houses  are  available  it  is  difficult  to  deal  with  the 
matter,  as  of  course  the  occupants  cannot  be  turned  into  the  streets. 

It  will,  howrever,  be  seen  from  the  Building  Surveyor’s  Report  that  the 
District  Council  are  making  great  strides  toward  remeding  the  shortage  of  houses  by 
building  cottages  for  the  working  classes  where  most  needed. 
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Infectious  diseases  have  been  dealt  with  as  follows  :  — 


Ansford 


Bruton 


Castle  Cary 


2  cases  Diphtheria 


6  cases  Tuberculosis 


...  3  cases  Diphtheria 


Charlton  Muserove 


1  case  Tuberculosis 


Compton  Pauncefoot,  5  cases  Scarlet  Fever 


Oucklington 


Corton  Denham 


Henstridge 


Pitcombe  ... 
Penselwood 
Milborne  Port 


55 


55  55 


North  Cadbury 


Templecombe 

Wincanton 


55 


South  Cadbury 
South  Cheriton 
Sutton  Montis 
Stoke  Trister 


Yarlington 


)> 


v 


1  case 
1  case  Diphtheria 
1  case  Tuberculosis 
1  case  Cancer 
1  case  Scarlet  Fever 
1  case  Tuberculosis 

1  case  Cancer 

2  cases  Scarlet  Fever 


cases 


» 


2  cases  Diphtheria 

1  case  Diphtheria 

2  cases  Diphtheria 

4  cases  Scarlet  Fever 

1  case  Scarlet  Fever 
1  case  Tuberculosis 
1  case  Tuberculosis 

1  case  Diphtheria 

2  cases  Tuberculosis 
2  cases  Scarlet  Fever 


1  removed  to  Isolation  Hospital 

1  treated  at  home 

3  removed  to  Sanatorium 
3  treated  at  home 

2  removed  to  Isolation  Hospital 
1  treated  at  home 

Removed  to  Sanatorium 

Removed  to  Isolation  Hospital 


n 


55 


Treated  at  home 

Fatal 

Fatal 

Treated  at  home 

Fatal 

Fatal 

Removed  to  Isolation  Hospital 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


•? 


5  5 


5 1 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


5'  5’ 

Removed  to  Sanatorium 
Treated  at  home 
Removed  to  Hospital 
Treated  at  home 
Removed  to  Hospital 


In  each  case  the  sick  rooms  have  been  disinfected,  the  bedding  removed  to 
Steam  Disinfector,  and  the  owner  asked  to  carry  out  necessary  limewashing  and  remedy 
any  defects  on  the  premises. 


Particulars  in  detail  of  Houses  erected  and  in  course  ef  erecti  n 
under  the  Housing  Acts  of  1923  and  1924. 

Position  on  December  31st,  1925, 


By  Private  Enterprise  : — 

Plans  Passed  : — 

Non- Parlour.  Parlour. 


Castle  Cary 

•  •  • 

9 

South  Barrow 

1 

God  mi  lister 

9 

-j 

Castle  Cary 

18 

Holton  ... 

.  .  . 

1 

Sutton  Montis 

4 

> 

j 

Wincanton 

... 

2 

Bratton  ... 

1 

Plox,  Bruton 

.  .  . 

1 

Stoke  Trister 

1 

L 

Horsington 

... 

1 

Templecombe 

1 

L 

Milborne  Port 

5 

Wincanton 

4 

1 

9 

0  0 

OO 

No. 

with  Foundation  completed 

40 

No. 

Hoofed  in 

... 

39 

No. 

Completed 

— Non-Parlour 

8 

Parlour 

... 

29 

By  Local  Authority 

: — 

Non- 

Foundations 

Parlour 

Parlour 

completed 

Roofed-in 

completed 

Castle  Cary 

9 

— 

9 

9 

9 

Milborne  Port 

18 

— 

18 

18 

18 

Henstridge 

6 

4 

10 

10 

10 

Horsington 

6 

— 

6 

C) 

G 

Ansford 

4 

— 

4 

4 

4 

Weston  Bampfylde 

0 

— 

2 

9 

— 

Penselwood 

4 

— 

4 

4 

4 

Queen  Camel 

8 

— 

8 

8 

2 

Templecombe 

8  ' 

10 

10 

8 

— 

Bruton 

20 

/ 

4 

— 

. — 
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General  Plans  of  Buildings,  etc.  (other  than  Council  Cottages) 
passed  during  year  ending  December  31st,  1925. 


Owner. 

Situation,  etc. 

Description. 

M.  Gambier 

Suddon  Farm,  Wincanton 

Alterations  and  additions 

Her  Grace  Constance 

* 

Duchess  of  Westminster 

Sparkford 

New  Bungalow,  Temporary 
type,  of  wooden  con¬ 
struction 

Iv.  Barnes  &  Sons 

Wyke  Champflower 

New  Farm  House 

Baxter  k  Son  ... 

“  Bird  &  Hand  Inn,” 
Henstridge 

Alterations,  additions,  and 
improved  drainage 

Dr.  J.  W.  IUius 

Templecombe 

New  Dwelling  House 

Institute  Committee 

Somerset  County  Council  ... 

Galhampton  ... 

School  House,  Charlton 
Musgrove 

New  Village  Hall 

Improved  Drainage 

Charlton  Brewery  Co. 

“  Ash  Hotel,”  Heustridge 

Alterations  and  additions 

C.  F.  Payne 

Torbay,  Castle  Cary 

New  DAvelling  House 

C.  J.  Hancock 

T.  Lydford 

Sparkford 

Woodcock  Street,  Castle 
Cary 

New  Bungalow,  Permanent 
type,  wooden  con¬ 
struction 

New  Cottage 

A.  Barker 

P.  L.  Tillard  ... 

The  Lodge,  Alford  House 

Fiddlers  Green,  Corton 
Denham  ... 

Improved  Drainage 

New  Bungalow 

Oakhill  Brewery  Co. 

“  Crown  Inn,”  Bruton 

Improved  Drainage  and  new 

W.C, 

J.  Brutton  &  Sons 

u  Hew  Inn,”  Lovington  ... 

New  Urinal 

M.  Gambier 

Suddon  Farm,  Wincanton 

New  Bungalow 

W.  Beaton 

Henstridge 

New  Dwelling  House 

T.  Lydford 

Hall  &  Woodhouse 

Ansford  Hill,  Ansford 

White  Horse  Hotel, 
Wincanton 

New  Cattle  Shed  and 
Piggeries 

Alterations  and  additions 

P.B.H.A. 

Sparkford  Inn 

New  Hall  and  Improved 
Drainage 

E.  Green 

High  Street,  Henstridge  ... 

New  W.C.  and  Slop  water 
drain  to  Dwelling  House 

A.  Barnes 

Wyke  Champflower 

New  Cowstall 

F.  Goddard 

Charlton  Musgrove 

New  Bungalow 

Butter  k  Butter 

Quaperlake  Street,  Bruton 

2  new  W.C.’s  to  Cottages 

(R.  Hill’s  Executors) 

S.  Snook 

Dimmer  Farm,  Castle  Cary 

New  Piggery  and  Improved 
Drainage 

F.  C.  Forbes 

“  Marksdanes,”  Bruton 

Alterations  and  additions 

W.  Hole 

Corton  Denham 

Conversion  of  Chapel  into 
Bungalow 

Hon.  Mrs.  Hoare 

Middle  Farm,  North  Cadbury 

Alterations  and  additions 

Matthews  &  Co. 

Befreshment  Booms,  Silver 
Street,  Wincanton 

New  W.C.  and  Improved 
Drainage 
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Private  Subsidy  Houses. 


Owner. 

Situation,  etc. 

Description. 

F.  S.  Francis  ... 

Stowell  Lane,  -  Templecombe 

New  Cottage 

E.  A.  Butt 

West  Hill,  Wincanton 

New  Cottage 

F.  Chatfey 

West  Hill,  Wincanton 

New  Cottage 

W.  J.  Scammell 

West  Hill,  Wincanton 

2  New  Cottages 

G.  M.  Wells  ... 

Castle  Cary  ... 

New  Cottage 

Council  Houses. 

Plans  passed  and  contracts  let  during  year  1925. 


Parish. 

Henstridge 

Ansford 

Weston  Bampfylde 
Penselwood 
Queen  Camel 
Templecombe 
Bruton 


No.  of  Non-parlour  type. 

% 

2 

4 

2 

4 

8 

8 

20 

48 


No.  of  Parlour  type. 


10 

10 


Housing  continued. 

Houses  erected  by  the  Rural  District  Council  between  the  1st  of  January, 
1921,  and  the  31st  of  December,  1925. 

Under  the  assisted  Housing  Scheme  — 

Parlour  type  ...  200 

Non-Parlour  ...  6 

Under  the  Housing  Financial  Provisions  Act ,  1924 — 

Parlour  ...  4 

Non- Parlour  ...  49 

Subsidies  granted  to  'private  enterprise  under  the  1919  Act — 

Parlour  type  ...  2 

Non-Parlour  ...  — 


Under  the  1923  Act — 


Parlour 

Non-Parlour 


29 

8 
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Unfit  Dwelling  houses. 


Inspection  — 

A  (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  and 

nuisances  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  during  1925  ...  274 


Number  reported  unfit  for  habitation  in  existing  condition 
Number  found  defective  not  unfit 
Number  found  not  defective 


2071  274 
44 


Number  closed  as  unfit 

(2)  Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers 

(3)  Action  under  Statutory  Powers 

(4)  Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  only  partly  remedied 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  where  repairs,  etc.  not  yet  commenced 

(6)  Number  of  houses  in  which  no  action  was  necessary 


9\ 


57 

15 


49 

100 


44 


The  defects  not  yet  remedied  will  be  followed  up  until  completed. 

Various  nuisances  have  been  reported  to  the  Council  monthly  and  either  Statutory 
Notices  served  by  the  clerk  of  the  Council  or  Preliminary  Notices  or  letters  sent  by 
myself. 


In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  various  minor  nuisances  have  been  dealt  with 
verbally. 


I  am  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  J.  HAINE  PADFIELD, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


